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RACING 1-2-3

KEY TO SYMBOLS

 	 Top Rated:  The horse with the best chance based solely on past form, specially tailored to a 0-100 scale.

 	 Horses For Courses:  A suitable track for the horse, compared to its lifetime record on similar courses as defined by Timeform’s 
course data.

	 Jockey Uplift:  The engaged rider has a notably higher Timeform Jockey Ranking than those who’ve ridden the horse on its 
most recent starts 

 	 Trainer Form:  A hot trainer to follow, based on Timeform ratings-related measurements looking at the recent performance of 
runners.

Saturday 12th September 

CHESTER
1.30 VIRGIN BET STAND CUP STAKES (Listed) (1)   1½m63y  (2470 Metres)

	RACE 1	  (1) DUBAI HONOUR | (4) PLAGE DE HAVRE | (5) TOO SOON

2.05 VIRGIN BET SUPPORTS SAFE GAMBLING WATERGATE CUP (HERITAGE HANDICAP) (2)   1m7f196y  
(3200 Metres)

	RACE 2	  (9) CRANACHAN | (1) HOLY SEE | (2) STRESSFREE
2.40 BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF RESTRICTED MAIDEN STAKES (Qualifier) (2)   7f1y  (1410 Metres)

	RACE 3	  (4) NIGHT STAR | (2) NATIONAL PRIDE | (5) REGENCY ROYAL
3.20 H.R. OWEN LOTUS MANCHESTER NURSERY HANDICAP (3)   5f15y  (1020 Metres)

	RACE 4	  (1) THIS MOMENT | (7) PAPER VIEW | (6) ROTELLE
3.50 VIRGIN BET EVERY SATURDAY MONEY BACK HANDICAP (3)   1¼m70y  (2080 Metres)

	RACE 5	  (9) MANO CHICAGO | (7) IMPARTIALITY | (2) SHAFDAR
4.30 LEE MARTIN 60th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION HANDICAP (4) (D.I)   7f127y  (1520 Metres)

	RACE 6	  (3) HOT CASH | (4) VIXEY | (5) TELE RED
5.10 LEE MARTIN 60th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION HANDICAP (4) (D.II)   7f127y  (1520 Metres)

	RACE 7	  (6) CRAZEE ICON | (7) THE RESDEV SCHOLAR | (9) APACHE OUTLAW

5.42 JOHN SMITH’S JUMP JOCKEYS CHALLENGE HANDICAP (to be ridden by professional jump 
jockeys) (4)   1½m63y  (2470 Metres)

	RACE 8	  (7) NIBRAS GOLD | (2) LOKI | (10) SPARTAN TIMES
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: N/A	Pace Information: Very Weak

1	 4	 DUBAI HONOUR (IRE) (28)    (D, BF)   	  t	  	 100
42212-243	 8   9-5 | 59.4kg	

William Haggas  	 Cieren Fallon 
Four-time Group 1 winner who showed he’s still capable of very smart form 
when going close to another in Australia in March. Didn’t have the race run 
to suit back in the UK when 1¾ lengths third of 5 in Geoffrey Freer Stakes at 
Newbury (13.3f, good to firm) 28 days ago. Sets the standard.

2	 2	 GREY CUBAN (308)    (C)   	  h		  96
21003130-	 5   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Hugo Palmer  	 Oisin James Orr 
Third in this last season prior to winning a valuable handicap at York but might 
well be entitled to need this on his first start for 10 months.

3	 3	 MASTER VINTNER (IRE) (22)    (D)   	  b		  85
110-72210	 4   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Ralph Beckett  	 Hector Crouch 
Got back on the up in first-time blinkers when landing 6-runner handicap at 
Thirsk (1½m, good) last month but seemed caught out by a 5 lb rise in a better 
race at York 2 weeks later and this is much tougher again.

4	 1	 PLAGE DE HAVRE (22)    (D)   			   95
2P31-6391	 5   9-5 | 59.4kg	

Andrew Balding  	 Callum Hutchinson 
Ended 2025 with wide-margin win at Haydock (1½m) in July and better than ever 
when posting a smart effort to win another heritage handicap at York (16 ran, 
1½m, good to soft) 3 weeks ago. The main danger to the favourite on that effort.

5	 5	 TOO SOON (14)    (D)   	  s		  91
338-04511	 4   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Gary & Josh Moore  	 Warren Fentiman 
Capitalised on a career-low mark in first-time cheekpieces when taking 13-runner 
handicap at Epsom (1½m, soft) in June before comfortably following up with 
conditions again to suit in a 9-runner handicap over the same trip at Goodwood 
2 weeks ago. Merits respect.

6	 6	 ULURU (IRE) (78)    (D)   			   89
401676-66	 5   9-0 | 57.2kg	
David Menuisier  	 Joe Leavy 
Won 1½m listed race for Joseph O’Brien at Limerick last June and was back to 
something like her best when 4½ lengths sixth of 7 to Botagoz in Hoppings 
Fillies’ Stakes (66/1) at Newcastle (1¼m) 78 days ago. Limitations have been rather 
exposed at this level.

6 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
5-4 Dubai Honour, 11-4 Plage De Havre, 11-2 Too Soon, 9-1 Grey Cuban, 22-1 Master 
Vintner, 28-1 Uluru

TIMEFORM VIEW:
DUBAI HONOUR proved he’s still capable of very smart form in Australia over the winter 
and sets the standard down in grade. Plage de Havre and Too Soon arrive on the back 
of winning strong handicaps and they will pose the biggest threats.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. DUBAI HONOUR   2. PLAGE DE HAVRE   3. TOO SOON

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025	 Hamish 9-9-8	 11-8f	 William Haggas	 Cieren Fallon	 5 
2024	 Al Qareem 5-9-5	 4-5f	 K. R. Burke	 Pierre-Louis Jamin	 6 
2023	 Al Qareem 4-9-5	 17-2	 K. R. Burke	 Sam James	 7 
2021	 Invite 3-8-4	 5-1	 Andrew Balding	 John Egan	 9

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

1.30 VIRGIN BET STAND CUP STAKES (Listed) (1) 3yo+   £60,000   
1½m63y  (2470 Metres)

RACE 1
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: N/A	Pace Information: Strong

1	 8	 HOLY SEE (IRE) (47)  			   97
124/102	 5   9-12 | 62.6kg	
William Durkan, Ireland  	 Oisin James Orr 
Fairly useful winning hurdler. Much improved when useful winner on Flat 
handicap bow at Gowran (1½m, soft) in April and ran a cracker under top weight 
when second of 20 at Galway (17f, good to soft) 47 days ago, arguably unlucky 
not to score after coming wide around the home bend. Can go well again.

2	 6	 STRESSFREE (FR) (7)    (C, D)   			   96
55-270864	 6   9-8 | 60.8kg	

David O’Meara  	 Mark Winn 
Usually reliable performer last year. Not quite as consistent this time round but 
recent sixth of 22 in the Ebor at York (1¾m, good to soft) was creditable and 
confirmed himself still in form when fourth of 10 in handicap at Haydock (1¾m, 
soft) last week. Still on a handy mark.

3	 7	 TASHKHAN (IRE) (77)    (C)   			   87
30/66070-0	 8   9-7 | 60.3kg	
Brian Ellison  	 Hector Crouch 
Really smart on the Flat in his prime but no win in this sphere since 2023. Was 
successful in a maiden hurdle over the winter but well beaten back on the Flat in 
the Northumberland Plate last time.

4	 10	 DANCING IN PARIS (FR) (35)    (D)   			   96
8240-9051	 6   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Ian Williams  	 Cieren Fallon 
Ended a losing sequence stretching back 2 years when seeing off 9 rivals in a 2m 
Ascot handicap on Shergar Cup day. 3 lb higher now and that rise is manageable 
if arriving in the same form.

5	 12	 SPIRIT MIXER (35)    (CD)   		  	 93
714-30400	 8   9-4 | 59.0kg	

Andrew Balding  	 Alfie Redman (7lb/3kg) 
Edged out Dancing In Paris to win last year’s Northumberland Plate but well 
beaten in latest renewal of that race and trailed home last of 10 to that same 
rival at the Shergar Cup last month. Others preferred despite reduced mark and 
good C&D record (3 wins).

6	 5	 GRANITE BAY (47)    (BF)   			   95
52242-437	 5   9-3 | 58.5kg	
Jarlath P. Fahey, Ireland  	 Nathan Crosse 
Reliable sort but has crept up the weights without winning since the beginning 
of last season, not far off his best when seventh of 20 at Galway last month. Can 
give another good account.

7	 2	 TRIBAL STAR (IRE) (28)  	  s	  	 100
44390200	 5   8-10 | 55.3kg	
Adrian McGuinness, Ireland  	 Jamie Powell 
Has produced some creditable efforts in defeat in some good staying races this 
season, finishing runner-up at Killarney in July. No obvious excuses when down 
the field at Dundalk 4 weeks ago, though, and is now significantly back up in trip. 
4 lb below last winning mark.

8	 4	 POLE STAR (7)  	  v		  95
43509533	 4   8-9 | 54.9kg	
Charlie Johnston  	 Sean Dylan Bowen 
Successful 3 times in 2025 and largely in good nick this season without winning, 
doing all he could in first-time cheekpieces when third of 10 in handicap at 
Haydock (1¾m, soft) 7 days ago. Visor back on and can give his running again.

9	 3	 CRANACHAN (21)    (CD)   	  b		  96
6-21421	 3   8-4 | 52.6kg	
Ralph Beckett  	 Nicola Currie 
Ready winner of a 5-runner maiden at Catterick (1½m) in April and relished the 
emphasis on stamina on just his third handicap start in a 9-runner event at C&D 
3 weeks ago. Up 9 lb in a better race but might be capable of following up.

10	 1	 SHIPSHAPE (IRE) (32)    (C)   	  s		  93
52121125	 4   8-2(8-0) | 51.7kg (50.8kg)	
Bernard Llewellyn & Robert Williams  	 Isobelle Chalmers (7lb/3kg) 
Has won 3 times for current yard this season, his latest success at this track (12.3f) 
in June. Found only one too good in his hat-trick bid at C&D later the same 
month but found that run of good form coming to a halt when fifth of 6 at 
Carlisle (1¾m, good to firm) 32 days ago. Type to bounce back.

11	 9	 GENTLE WARRIOR (IRE) (8)    (C)   	  v		  89
35-024673	 4   8-2(7-11) | 51.7kg (49.4kg)	

K. R. Burke  	 Cam Hardie 
Relished the step up to 1¾m last season, scoring in clear-cut fashion at Haydock 
before following up here. However, has typically flattered to deceive on a couple 
of occasions this year and he looks up against it from out of the weights.

12	 11	 DUNKELD DREAMER (IRE) (13)    (BF)   	  s		  89
14241403	 3   8-2(7-9) | 51.7kg (48.5kg)	

K. R. Burke  	 Finlay Bassett (7lb/3kg) 
Consistent filly edged a tight finish in the Queen Mother’s Cup at York in June. 
Again gave her running when third of 6 in seller at Goodwood (11f, soft) 13 days 
ago but first-time cheekpieces will need to have positive effect if she’s to score 
from out of the weights.

12 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
11-2 Cranachan, 11-2 Granite Bay, 6-1 Holy See, 10-1 Dancing In Paris, 10-1 Pole 
Star, 10-1 Spirit Mixer, 11-1 Stressfree, 12-1 Tribal Star, 14-1 Shipshape, 22-1 Dunkeld 
Dreamer, 28-1 Tashkhan, 33-1 Gentle Warrior

TIMEFORM VIEW:
CRANACHAN looks a thorough stayer and Ralph Beckett’s 3-y-o can make it back-to-
back C&D successes. Irish raider Holy See is highly respected on the back of a career-
best effort at Galway, whilst Stressfree is back in form and is lurking on a competitive 
mark.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. CRANACHAN   2. HOLY SEE   3. STRESSFREE

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025	 Spirit Mixer 7-9-2	 5-1	 Andrew Balding	 Rob Hornby	 11 
2024	 Spirit Mixer 6-8-6	 11-2	 Andrew Balding	 Rob Hornby	 11

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

2.05 VIRGIN BET SUPPORTS SAFE GAMBLING WATERGATE CUP 
(HERITAGE HANDICAP) (2) 3yo+   £100,000   1m7f196y  
(3200 Metres)RACE 2
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: N/A	Pace Information: Weak

1	 1	 GREEN STAR (IRE)  			   87
	 2   9-7 | 60.3kg	
George Boughey  	 Grace McEntee 
Foaled April 22. €80,000 yearling, No Nay Never colt. Dam, 7f/1m winner 
(including at 2 yrs), half-sister to 1m-1¼m winner Aquila Reale. Noteworthy 
newcomer representing very good stable and market confidence behind him 
would look significant operating from plum draw.

2	 5	 NATIONAL PRIDE (IRE) (39)    (BF)   			   93
62	 2   9-7 | 60.3kg	

William Haggas  	 Cieren Fallon 
Naval Crown colt who has a rather mixed pedigree and he showed benefit of his 
Ascot debut experience when finishing second of 6 in a Catterick novice (7f, firm) 
39 days ago, keeping on without ever getting to the winner. In leading hands 
and he appeals as the type to progress further.

3	 4	 HIRAM BINGHAM (17)  			   79
09	 2   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Michael Bell  	 Hector Crouch 
Study Of Man colt who has finished nearer last than first in pair of all-weather 
novice events at up to 7f in recent months.

4	 8	 NIGHT STAR (IRE) (9)    (BF)   		   	 100
5332	 2   9-5 | 59.4kg	

Richard Hannon  	 Joe Leavy 
Space Traveller colt who has shaped well on all 4 starts to date, posting just 
about his best effort yet when finding only a promising newcomer too strong in 
7-runner novice at Salisbury (1m, good to soft) 9 days ago. Big shout again back 
at 7f for all he’s drawn wider than ideal.

5	 3	 REGENCY ROYAL (GER) (42)  			   89
20	 2   9-5 | 59.4kg	

Andrew Balding  	 Callum Hutchinson 
Shaped very well from a poor position when staying on strongly for second over 
6f here on debut in July. Took a backward step when well held in a class 2 maiden 
at Goodwood (7f) 6 weeks ago but it remains the case this trip should suit and it 
would be no surprise to see him get back on track.

6	 6	 DARK DETECTIVE (25)  			   81
8	 2   9-2 | 58.1kg	
Oliver Greenall & Josh Guerriero  	 Harry Russell 
Cracksman gelding. Half-brother to 2-y-o 6f winner Ange de L’amour and 5f/6f 
winner Colocolo. 33/1, didn’t shape with immediate promise when eighth of 12 
in a Wolverhampton novice (7f) 25 days ago.

7	 7	 POPPULAR  			   82
	 2   8-13 | 56.7kg	
Tim Easterby  	 Duran Fentiman 
Foaled April 23. Baaeed gelding. Half-brother to 3 winners, including useful 
7f-1¼m winner City of Poets and 5f winner Popular Dream. The stable’s 
newcomers are usually best watched.

8	 2	 TIDAL FORCE (9)  			   79
9	 2   8-13 | 56.7kg	
Hugo Palmer  	 Oisin James Orr 
Boasts a speedy pedigree and possesses size but he proved easy to back and 
looked a longer-term project when last of 9 in a Haydock novice (1m) on debut 
9 days ago.

8 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
6-4 Night Star, 11-4 National Pride, 9-2 Regency Royal, 13-2 Green Star, 28-1 Poppular, 
40-1 bar

TIMEFORM VIEW:
NIGHT STAR has a less-than-ideal draw to navigate, yet he’s shown more than enough 
to think a race of this nature is within his grasp and is selected to get off the mark turned 
out quickly. National Pride showed the benefit of his debut experience when second at 
Catterick and appeals as the chief danger with the prospect of more to come. Regency 
Royal is also a player judged on his promising debut effort over 6f here in July.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. NIGHT STAR   2. NATIONAL PRIDE   3. REGENCY ROYAL

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025	 Ghost Mode 2-9-3	 5-4f	 Andrew Balding	 Rob Hornby	 9 
2024	 Tactical Plan 2-9-3	 3-1	 Ed Dunlop	 Jim Crowley	 7 
2023	 Greer 2-9-7	 8-1	 John Quinn	 Jason Hart	 12

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

2.40 BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF RESTRICTED MAIDEN STAKES 
(Qualifier) (2) 2yo   £30,000   7f1y  (1410 Metres)

RACE 3
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: Against High	 Pace Information: Very Strong

1	 1	 THIS MOMENT (IRE) (7)    (D)   		   	 100
242411	 2   9-9 | 61.2kg	
George Boughey  	 Grace McEntee 
Improving Showcasing gelding who was well served by the drop to 5f when 
opening his account from the front at Newcastle (5f) in August. Had little trouble 
defying a 4 lb rise when following up at Thirsk (5f) last week and he ought to take 
some stopping in hat-trick bid from plum draw.

2	 9	 QUILLAN (IRE) (23)    (D)   			   95
110	 2   9-8 | 60.8kg	
David & Nicola Barron  	 Oisin James Orr 
Kodi Bear colt who showed improved form to make it 2-2 in novice company at 
Ripon (5f) in July, defeating a next-time-out winner in the process. Lost unbeaten 
record when midfield in York sales race since but opening mark looks workable 
now handicapping for all his draw makes things tricky.

3	 10	 UNDERDOG (24)    (D)   			   94
10509	 2   9-2 | 58.1kg	

Richard Spencer  	 Callum Hutchinson 
Perfect Power colt who made a winning debut in a Sandown novice (5f) in June. 
Largely struggled in Group/listed events after but he ran respectably without 
ever appearing entirely at ease when ninth in big field York nursery (6f) 24 days 
ago. Easier surface rates a plus but stall 10 not ideal.

4	 2	 PEACEFUL WARRIOR (IRE) (24)  			   92
140	 2   9-2 | 58.1kg	
Kevin Ryan  	 Shane Gray 
Knew his job and made a successful debut in 8-runner novice at Yarmouth (6f, 
good) in May. Couldn’t dominate a better race at Ascot next time and having 
been gelded, it was a similar story when down the field on nursery debut at York 
(6f) 24 days ago. Drop to 5f may help from handy draw in stall 2.

5	 4	 TOWELONTHETERRACE (IRE) (24)    (C)   			   95
3140	 2   9-1 | 57.6kg	
Jennie Candlish  	 Hector Crouch 
All the better for debut when making all in 12-runner novice here in July. No 
more than fair efforts both starts since, unable to secure the lead and weakening 
out of contention when tenth of 18 on nursery debut at York (6f) 24 days ago. 
Eased 2 lb ahead of this at least and stable do well here.

6	 6	 ROTELLE (15)    (D)   	  s		  98
1822	 2   9-0 | 57.2kg	

Charlie Fellowes  	 Kaiya Fraser 
Edged out a now useful sort when scoring with a bit to spare on debut 
at Nottingham in the spring and return to softer ground/application of 
cheekpieces saw him post best effort yet when second on nursery bow at 
Sandown (5f) 2 weeks ago. Should go well again nudged up 2 lb.

7	 7	 PAPER VIEW (IRE) (26)  			   97
4551193	 2   9-0 | 57.2kg	

Richard Hannon  	 Joe Leavy 
On the up since a gelding operation, supplementing his Nottingham maiden 
victory on nursery bow at Ripon (6f) in July. Not disgraced at Glorious 
Goodwood next time and looked most unlucky not to add to his tally when third 
at Windsor (5f) 24 days ago (no room from 2f out). Bold showing anticipated.

8	 5	 MAY BEE IN PROFIT (11)    (D)   			   97
9231061	 2   8-9 | 54.9kg	
Tim Easterby  	 Duran Fentiman 
Stylish winner of Carlisle novice (5f) in May and dispelled 2 distinctly lesser efforts 
on turf/all-weather when resuming winning ways at Ripon (5f) 11 days ago, 
the return to a softer surface looking significant. Up 5 lb in a stronger race and 
forecast conditions again in her favour.

9	 8	 DEPUTY VICE (IRE) (9)  	  t		  99
3443	 2   8-8 | 54.4kg	
Rebecca Menzies  	 Cam Hardie 
Mehmas gelding who has failed to build on a promising debut third in 6f novice 
here in May, including fading into a well-held third at Haydock (6f) in a first-time 
tongue tie (retained) 9 days ago. May tighten up for that given it was his first start 
for 10 weeks and drop to 5f worth exploring.

10	 3	 NAVAL COP (12)    (D)   			   93
4651	 2   8-2(7-13) | 51.7kg (50.3kg)	

Andrew Balding  	 Isobelle Chalmers (7lb/3kg) 
Hails from talented sprinting family and despite being easy to back, she 
improved a fair bit to make a winning nursery debut at Chepstow (5f, soft) 12 
days ago, closed down only late on. That isn’t the most solid piece of form but 
she’s started from a modest mark and is entitled to progress further.

10 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
4-1 This Moment, 5-1 Paper View, 13-2 Rotelle, 10-1 May Bee In Profit, 10-1 Naval 
Cop, 11-1 Towelontheterrace, 11-1 Quillan, 12-1 Deputy Vice, 14-1 Underdog, 14-1 
Peaceful Warrior

TIMEFORM VIEW:
THIS MOMENT progressed again kept to the minimum trip when following up his 
breakthrough Newcastle victory at Thirsk 7 days ago and a bold bid to land the hat-trick 
looks on the cards from the plum draw in stall 1. Paper View looked an unlucky loser 
when third at Windsor on his latest outing 4 weeks ago and remains of interest, with 
Rotelle completing the shortlist in what is a competitive nursery.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. THIS MOMENT   2. PAPER VIEW   3. ROTELLE

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025	 Temple of Athena 2-8-11	 10-3	 Brian Ellison	 Ben Robinson	 7 
2024	 Fuji Mountain 2-9-9	 10-3	 Declan Carroll	 Zak Wheatley (3)	 8 
2023	 Bazball 2-8-9	 12-1	 K. R. Burke	 David Egan	 7 
2021	 Russellinthebushes 2-8-8	 11-2	 David Evans	 John Egan	 7

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

3.20 H.R. OWEN LOTUS MANCHESTER NURSERY HANDICAP (3) 
2yo   (Rated 0-95)   £20,000   5f15y  (1020 Metres)

RACE 4
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: N/A	Pace Information: Strong

1	 11	 SPIORADALTA (22)    (CD)   			   97
71810620	 6   9-10 | 61.7kg	
Mark Walford  	 Harry Russell 
Likeable and genuine sort won this race as part of a 4-timer last season and has 
notched 2 wins at Ripon this campaign. Good second there on his penultimate 
outing but struggled in a better race at Hamilton 3 weeks ago and handicapper 
might now have his measure.

2	 3	 SHAFDAR (IRE) (21)  	  t		  99
12010644	 4   9-8 | 60.8kg	
Ian Williams  	 Cieren Fallon 
Relatively lightly-raced 4-y-o who won (around 1m) at Chelmsford and Epsom 
in early 2026 for current yard. Got back on the up when making the frame in 
competitive handicaps at Glorious Goodwood and York’s Ebor Festival on his 
last 2 outings. Can go well again.

3	 2	 BOX TO BOX (IRE) (30)    (CD)   	  v	 	 98
5751022-6	 7   9-7 | 60.3kg	
Hugo Palmer  	 Oisin James Orr 
Three-time C&D winner (this race in 2023) who made all from reduced mark 
at Haydock last June and finished 2025 with a pair of good runner-up efforts, 
including to Spioradalta in this race. Shaped as if needing the run on return from 
11-month break when sixth of 8 at Windsor (1¼m) 30 days ago.

4	 8	 PURPLE MOON (IRE) (38)  			   93
014	 4   9-7 | 60.3kg	
George Baker  	 Benoit de la Sayette 
Left debut form well behind to win 17-runner maiden at Gowran (9.6f) in April, 
suited by longer trip. Then sold from P. O’Rourke’s yard (65,000 gns) and seemed 
to pay for trying to match strides with an exciting rival when fourth in a Kempton 
novice last month. Open to progress now handicapping.

5	 6	 SUJET (21)  			   98
0-7200020	 4   9-7 | 60.3kg	

Declan Carroll  	 Zak Wheatley 
Won twice at up to 9f for Dermot Weld in Ireland last year. Bounced back to best 
for current handler in first-time blinkers with a clear second of 9 in handicap 
here (7.6f) last month and seemed clearly unsuited by the step up in trip at York 
3 weeks ago.

6	 9	 WISPER (IRE) (43)    (D)   			   96
18585-134	 8   9-6 | 59.9kg	

Alan King  	 Hector Crouch 
Made a winning reappearance at Windsor (11.4f) in May and has remained in 
good form since, finding only a trio of less-exposed 3-y-os too strong when 
fourth of 7 in handicap at Goodwood (1¼m, good to firm, 33/1) 43 days ago.

7	 1	 IMPARTIALITY (13)    (C)   	  s	  	 100
034-98222	 4   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Phillip Makin  	 Shane Gray 
Hold-up performer who won 3 on the spin early last summer. Has found only 
one too good on each of his last 3 outings, again travelling fluently when second 
of 10 in handicap at Beverley (1¼m, heavy, 11/4) 13 days ago. Shortlist material 
from inside stall.

8	 4	 STAR CAST (9)    (CD)   			   99
11321123	 4   8-13 | 56.7kg	
Gemma Tutty  	 Kaiya Fraser 
On the go since the turn of the year and gained a superb sixth win of 2026 in Ayr 
handicap over this trip in June. Has reached the placings from this career-high 
mark both starts since, most recently in a 7-runner race at Haydock (1¼m, good 
to soft) 9 days ago.

9	 10	 MANO CHICAGO (IRE) (33)  	  v		  98
55/252423	 4   8-11 | 55.8kg	
Iain Jardine  	 Mark Winn 
Fairly useful maiden in Ireland for Johnny Murtagh and made a good start for 
new connections (sold 48,000 gns) when third of 13 in handicap at Ayr (1¼m, 
good) 33 days ago, catching the eye with how he travelled. Interesting in new 
headgear (visor replaces blinkers).

10	 7	 QITAAL (9)    (CD)   	  v		  97
52334651	 7   8-9 | 54.9kg	
Charlie Johnston  	 Sean Dylan Bowen 
Seemed to benefit from the reapplication of the visor when ending a lengthy 
losing run in a 9-runner handicap at Newcastle (1¼m) 9 days ago. Might need 
more having gone up 4 lb for that success, but any rain would be a positive.

11	 5	 NO MORE PORTER (IRE) (2)    (BF)   	  v+t		  98
02328304	 8   8-5 | 53.1kg	
Adrian McGuinness, Ireland  	 Jamie Powell 
Largely running well without winning this season and was quickly back to form 
when fourth at Laytown on Thursday. New headgear but others preferred given 
quick turnaround.

11 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
9-2 Impartiality, 7-1 Shafdar, 8-1 Star Cast, 8-1 Qitaal, 17-2 Mano Chicago, 9-1 No More 
Porter, 11-1 Wisper, 12-1 Purple Moon, 14-1 Sujet, 16-1 Spioradalta, 22-1 Box To Box

TIMEFORM VIEW:
The ex-Irish MANO CHICAGO was an eye-catcher on his debut for Iain Jardine last time 
and gets the verdict despite stall 10 being a bit of a concern. Impartiality, Shafdar and 
Star Cast all arrive in good form and are worth shortlisting in a competitive affair.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. MANO CHICAGO   2. IMPARTIALITY   3. SHAFDAR

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025	 Spioradalta 5-8-10	 11-1	 Mark Walford	 Duran Fentiman	 10 
2024	 Stressfree 4-9-3	 9-2	 David O’Meara	 Sean Dylan Bowen (3)	 9 
2023	 Box To Box 4-9-7	 13-2	 Hugo Palmer	 David Probert	 10

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

3.50 VIRGIN BET EVERY SATURDAY MONEY BACK HANDICAP (3) 
4yo+   (Rated 0-90)   £30,000   1¼m70y  (2080 Metres)

RACE 5



	 page 7 of 9

Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: Against High	 Pace Information: Even

1	 9	 BEST RATE (8)    (D)   			   95
24113584	 4   10-3 | 64.9kg	

Richard Hannon  	 Seamus Cronin (5lb/2kg) 
Won back-to-back handicaps in July before solid third of 5 from career-high mark 
at Sandown later that month. Unable to land a blow on his next 2 starts but 
bounced back to form when fourth of 8 in classified event at Ascot (7f) 8 days 
ago. Respected but draw could’ve been kinder.

2	 8	 WALSINGHAM (IRE) (13)    (D)   			   98
31080578	 6   9-11 | 62.1kg	

David O’Meara  	 Mark Winn 
Gained a fourth success for current yard at Pontefract in April. Attracted support 
but wasn’t seen to best effect when eighth of 11 at Beverley (8.5f, heavy) just 
under a fortnight ago, poorly placed once dropped in from a wide draw. 
Handicapper drops him 2 lb but stall 8 less than ideal.

3	 1	 HOT CASH (13)    (D)   	  s	  	 100
54-022800	 4   9-9 | 61.2kg	
Jack Channon  	 Cieren Fallon 
Winner on soft ground at Carlisle last summer and returned to his best with 
runner-up efforts at Thirsk and Epsom in May/June (both on good to soft). Below 
form last 3 starts, though best to excuse his latest effort (lost both front shoes). 
First-time cheekpieces on and drawn to attack.

4	 4	 VIXEY (21)    (CD)   		  	 99
335-82035	 6   9-7 | 60.3kg	
Simon West  	 Aiden Brookes 
A 4-time winner (including over C&D) in 2025. Good C&D second in July and not 
discredited when fifth of 13 over C&D (good) 3 weeks ago. In the picture.

5	 10	 TELE RED (13)    (D)   			   99
2652212-4	 9   9-5 | 59.4kg	

K. R. Burke  	 Shane Gray 
In fine form in the mud last autumn, scoring at Pontefract last October. Made 
an encouraging return when fourth of 11 at Beverley (8.5f, heavy) just under a 
fortnight ago and has to be respected with that under his belt. Stall 10 tempers 
enthusiasm, though.

6	 3	 RASCAL RECKNELL (FR) (60)  	  s		  95
98/1612-00	 5   9-4 | 59.0kg	
Michael Appleby  	 Oisin James Orr 
Successful on 2 of his 4 starts for this yard last season, including at Chelmsford 12 
months ago. Little encouragement to glean from both outings this year so has a 
bit to prove. Hopes pinned on first-time cheekpieces sparking a revival.

7	 6	 VIDMIYR (IRE) (42)  			   94
4-2312304	 3   9-3 | 58.5kg	
Jennie Candlish  	 Hector Crouch 
Won at Lingfield in May prior to posting good placed efforts there and over 
C&D. Not disgraced but was rather flat compared with displays earlier in the 
campaign when fourth of 6 at Doncaster (7f, good to firm) 6 weeks ago so needs 
to bounce back.

8	 5	 BE FRANK (6)  			   96
936545-64	 6   9-1 | 57.6kg	
Ian Williams  	 Callum Hutchinson 
Scored on 2025 return at Newmarket and turned in several creditable efforts 
after. Not seen to best effect on return here in June and stepped forward from 
that following another 13 weeks off when fourth of 19 at York (1m, good) 6 days 
ago. Needs things to drop right.

9	 2	 ZERMATT STAR (IRE) (3)    (D)   	  s		  99
65-004012	 3   8-12 | 56.2kg	
Tony Coyle & Kaine Wood  	 Cam Hardie 
Much improved in first-time cheekpieces to land 13-runner event at Ripon earlier 
in the month and ran equally as well under a 6-lb penalty when second of 9 at 
Carlisle (1m, good to soft) 3 days ago. Her suitability for this track is up for debate 
though (needed time to get going last 2 starts).

10	 7	 GIANT (4)    (D)   			   92
24238718	 6   8-9(8-6) | 54.9kg (53.5kg)	
Ian Williams  	 Sean Dylan Bowen 
Took advantage of his reduced mark when landing 16-runner event at Brighton 
last month, the runner-up scoring next time. Wide trip did him no favours when 
eighth at Catterick (6f) 4 days ago and now heads back up in trip. 3 lb out of 
weights. Engaged 3.53 here Friday.

10 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
4-1 Zermatt Star, 5-1 Tele Red, 6-1 Vixey, 7-1 Be Frank, 15-2 Best Rate, 12-1 Walsingham, 
14-1 Vidmiyr, 20-1 Hot Cash, 20-1 Giant, 40-1 bar

TIMEFORM VIEW:
On the face of it HOT CASH looks a tough one to recommend but there have been 
excuses for some recent below-par efforts and first-time cheekpieces could be just 
what are required to spark Jack Channon’s 4-y-o back to life. He gets the tentative nod 
over Vixey, who goes well at this venue and arrives in good order. Veteran Tele Red 
warrants plenty of respect after an encouraging return but stall 10 may well scupper his 
chances.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. HOT CASH   2. VIXEY   3. TELE RED

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025	 Knights Gold 3-9-5	 11-1	 Dr Richard Newland & Jamie Insole	Cieren Fallon	 11 
2024	 Pitney 3-9-3	 7-2f	 Hugo Palmer	 Jonny Peate (3)	 9

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

4.30 LEE MARTIN 60th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION HANDICAP (4) 
(D.I) 3yo+   (Rated 0-85)   £15,000   7f127y  (1520 Metres)

RACE 6
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: Against High	 Pace Information: Strong

1	 4	 PRIAPOS (IRE) (13)    (D)   	  s		  95
2-7411005	 4   9-12 | 62.6kg	
Phillip Makin  	 Shane Gray 
On the up when completing a second double of his career in the Carlisle Bell in 
June. Has found things tougher in higher grades and off higher marks since but 
has edged back down the handicap as a result and current mark sits just 2 lb 
above his last winning one. Cheekpieces back on.

2	 7	 DUBLIN BAY (IRE) (16)    (D)   	  s		  95
563-41513	 3   9-9 | 61.2kg	
Ollie Sangster  	 Robbie Downey 
Improved model on all-weather/refitted with cheekpieces this year, dominant 
when adding to his tally at Wolverhampton (7f) in May. Ran a cracker after 3 
months off/from much-inflated mark when third at Southwell (7f) 16 days ago. 
Engaged 15.53 Chester Friday.

3	 9	 EAGLE BAY (36)    (CD, BF)   			   96
3-117	 3   9-9 | 61.2kg	

Harriet Bethell  	 Sean Dylan Bowen 
Promising third on debut for Ed Walker last autumn and won on first 2 starts for 
current yard this year, following up his Thirsk success with another dominant 
all-the-way win over C&D in June. Did too much too soon from wide draw at 
Musselburgh last time and again finds himself poorly drawn here.

4	 8	 MIDNIGHT STRIKE (IRE) (7)  	  s+t		  95
00081532	 4   9-7 | 60.3kg	
Jennie Candlish  	 Hector Crouch 
Useful at his peak in Ireland and made the most of a marked drop in grade fitted 
with headgear when landing 3-runner seller at Beverley in July. Best effort since 
joining current connections when ¾-length second of 8 to Nyman at Thirsk a 
week ago. Needs more in this company, though.

5	 6	 GANODIN (FR) (81)  			   89
5308131	 3   9-5 | 59.4kg	
Ian Williams  	 Cieren Fallon 
Fairly useful performer in France for H-A. Pantall, winning 2 of his last 3 starts, 
namely 9f minor event at Pau in May and a 9f 3-y-o handicap at Dieppe in June. 
Sold for €40,000 following month (has been gelded) and best watched down in 
trip and around a sharp track on debut for new yard.

6	 5	 CRAZEE ICON (46)    (CD)   		   	 100
22-525117	 3   9-4 | 59.0kg	

Andrew Balding  	 Callum Hutchinson 
Confirmed previous promise when winning over C&D in June and July. Didn’t 
get the chance to show what she could do on hat-trick bid at Goodwood last 
time after being posted wide and failing to settle. Return to this venue a major 
plus and remains on a handy mark. Big chance.

7	 2	 THE RESDEV SCHOLAR (IRE) (19)  		  	 96
1-2433024	 3   9-1 | 57.6kg	
Michael & David Easterby  	 Joanna Mason 
A 3-time winner in 2025, including twice on heavy. Has held his form this year 
despite not winning, finishing in the frame on 6 of his last 7 outings, including 
when second in a C&D event in June and when fourth at Musselburgh latest. 
Should be in the mix. Engaged 15.53 Chester Friday.

8	 3	 KINDEST NATION (IRE) (7)    (C)   	  v		  95
71496-030	 5   8-13 | 56.7kg	
Hugo Palmer  	 Oisin James Orr 
Past course winner who has been proving more miss than hit of late. Her 
best effort this season came when 3¾ lengths third of 10 to Warrior Mode at 
Kempton last month. Badly hampered when below form last time but remains 
an unreliable betting proposition. Engaged 16.28 Chester Friday.

9	 1	 APACHE OUTLAW (IRE) (42)  	  s+t		  99
80643503	 6   8-11 | 55.8kg	
Adrian McGuinness, Ireland  	 Jamie Powell 
Came as close to ending his lengthy losing run as he has in a long time when 
a head third of 13 to Faoladh in 7f handicap at Galway last month, though it 
was his initial reluctance to knuckle down that ultimately cost him. He’s well 
handicapped if handling the idiosyncrasies of this track.

9 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
11-4 Crazee Icon, 4-1 The Resdev Scholar, 5-1 Apache Outlaw, 8-1 Dublin Bay, 10-1 
Eagle Bay, 12-1 Midnight Strike, 14-1 Priapos, 33-1 Kindest Nation, 50-1 bar

TIMEFORM VIEW:
CRAZEE ICON has already won twice at this venue this year and, with her latest effort 
easily excused, she is taken to prove her revised mark is still a favourable one and 
resume winning ways. The Resdev Scholar went close over C&D in June and looks the 
main danger, while Apache Outlaw is well handicapped on his best form if taking to the 
track.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. CRAZEE ICON   2. THE RESDEV SCHOLAR   3. APACHE OUTLAW

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

5.10 LEE MARTIN 60th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION HANDICAP (4) 
(D.II) 3yo+   (Rated 0-85)   £15,000   7f127y  (1520 Metres)

RACE 7
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Going: Good to Soft (Soft in places)

Left handed, very sharp. A circular course that’s only just over a mile round, it’s on the 
turn almost throughout and has a run-in of under two furlongs, heavily favouring 
those that race to the fore as it’s easy to find trouble with little time to recover. A 
high draw at Chester is a major disadvantage, even in middle-distance races, and 
particularly so in large fields.

Draw: Against High	 Pace Information: Even

1	 8	 BRAVAIS (35)  	  s		  89
027-50008	 6   11-7 | 73.0kg	
Ian Williams  	 Charlie Todd 
Still capable of useful form for Ger Lyons in Ireland last year but hasn’t offered 
much since joining current yard. His mark is in freefall as a result but could only 
consider if market suddenly speaks in his favour.

2	 11	 LOKI (GER) (117)  	  t	  	 100
10222-1	 4   11-5 | 72.1kg	
Oliver Greenall & Josh Guerriero  	 Toby Wynne 
A fairly useful performer for Henk Grewe when trained in Germany last year. 
Confirmed his opening mark to be a lenient one when winning 9-runner 1¾m 
handicap at Carlisle in May by a neck from Cascade Hall. Runner-up won off a 3 
lb higher mark next time. Poorly drawn but remains well handicapped.

3	 10	 MICK COLLINS (IRE) (49)    (D)   			   89
4234/1-7	 5   11-3 | 71.2kg	
Martin Todhunter  	 Ryan Mania 
Fairly useful dual-purpose performer for Noel Meade in Ireland. Shaped as if 
better for the run when seventh of 13 in handicap at Newcastle on yard debut 
in May but not seen since.

4	 5	 DAMASCUS STEEL (IRE) (12)    (D)   	  s		  94
23561185	 6   11-3 | 71.2kg	
Gihan Arnolda  	 Brian Hughes 
Bagged back-to-back wins for Denis Quinn last winter and made second start 
for his new handler (previously assistant to Quinn) when winning at Goodwood 
in June before following up at Epsom in July. Not so good since, but better than 
result last time. Claims if back to his best.

5	 4	 KIND OF KISS (13)  	  t		  92
6208-6059	 5   11-2 | 70.8kg	
Sam England  	 Jonathan England 
Useful for Kevin Philippart de Foy but has yet to threaten for current yard, 
including over hurdles.

6	 7	 KUREDU KING (IRE) (21)  	  s		  93
9151-4364	 4   11-1 | 70.3kg	
Donald McCain  	 Theo Gillard 
Early starts for this yard weren’t devoid of encouragement but not so good at 
this course the last twice, turning in a lacklustre display in 2m event here 3 weeks 
ago. Hard to make a case for him.

7	 3	 NIBRAS GOLD (IRE) (37)    (CD)   	  s+t	 	 97
16152-12	 8   11-1 | 70.3kg	
James Owen  	 Jonathan Burke 
Made winning return in this sphere when narrowly taking 8-runner C&D 
handicap in July and followed that up with even better effort when ¾ lengths 
second of 5 to Tai Hang Pegasus at Brighton next time. Races off the same mark 
here and holds strong claims returned to this venue from a low draw.

8	 2	 SIGLIOSA (26)  			   93
55353-6	 4   10-13 | 69.4kg	
Dan Horsford  	 Brendan Powell 
Bits and pieces of promise in maidens in Ireland last year and did all he could 
from unpromising position when 3½ lengths sixth of 10 to Prince Of Calypso 
at Wolverhampton on return/debut for current yard. Improvement needed but 
remains lightly raced.

9	 6	 HAVEYOUMISSEDME (49)    (CD)   			   93
6-3527324	 8   10-13 | 69.4kg	
Iain Jardine  	 Danny McMenamin 
Versatile C&D winner who ran a cracker back over 2m when runner-up in the 
Northumberland Vase in June before running another good race in defeat when 
4 lengths fourth of 13 to Glory Road back down in trip at that course last time. 
Should give his running but others preferred.

10	 9	 SPARTAN TIMES (63)  		  	 94
14313-526	 5   10-11 | 68.5kg	
Jennie Candlish  	 Sean Quinlan 
Won 4 times on the Flat in 2025, along with a novice hurdle success. Made a 
winning return in a handicap hurdle in May and at least respectable efforts 
over C&D the last twice despite being unsuited by emphasis on speed last time.

11	 1	 ARRANGE (IRE) (36)    (D)   	  s		  96
603-06223	 8   10-7 | 66.7kg	
Martin Todhunter  	 Callum Bewley 
Over 2 years since her last success but has run several solid efforts in defeat in 
that timeframe, including when placed on last 3 starts. Drops back in trip now 
and cheekpieces back on but could well find things happening a bit too quickly 
for her around here.

11 DECLARED RUNNERS 

BETTING FORECAST:
10-3 Nibras Gold, 4-1 Loki, 11-2 Spartan Times, 9-1 Arrange, 10-1 Haveyoumissedme, 
12-1 Sigliosa, 14-1 Damascus Steel, 16-1 Mick Collins, 33-1 Kuredu King, 50-1 bar

TIMEFORM VIEW:
NIBRAS GOLD won over C&D in a first-time tongue strap in July and, having shaped well 
at Brighton last time, is fancied to resume winning ways back at this venue. Loki 
impressed when making a winning handicap debut at Carlisle with a bit in hand and 
looks too well treated to ignore despite a high draw, so rates the main danger. Spartan 
Times is also respected.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. NIBRAS GOLD   2. LOKI   3. SPARTAN TIMES

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025I	 Saligo Bay 7-11-4	 15-8f	 Sam England	 Jonathan England	 10 
2025II	 Playtime 4-11-5	 9-1	 Andrew Balding	 Harry Cobden	 9 
2024I	 Ithaca’s Arrow 4-11-5	 2-1f	 Dominic Ffrench Davis	 Ben Ffrench Davis	 10 
2024II	 Haveyoumissedme 6-11-4	 9-2	 Iain Jardine	 Danny McMenamin	 8 
2023	 Restorer 11-8-10	 13-2	 Ian Williams	 David Egan	 8 
2021	 Emiyn 4-9-3	 10-1	 Declan Carroll	 Harrison Shaw	 11

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

CHESTER   Saturday 12th September

5.42 JOHN SMITH’S JUMP JOCKEYS CHALLENGE HANDICAP (to be 
ridden by professional jump jockeys) (4) 4yo+   (Rated 
0-80)   £15,000   1½m63y  (2470 Metres)RACE 8


