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TIMEFIRM DONCASTER

1-2-3

BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF MAIDEN STAKES (2) 1m (1610 Metres) (Str.)

RACE T (4) GAME CHARACTER | (5) HMAS PERTH | (1) ALJABBAR
BETFRED CHAMPAGNE STAKES (Group 2) (1) 7f6y (1410 Metres)

RACE 2 (2) DESERT CASTLE | (3) GENTLE HURRICANE | (5) SERGEI DIAGHILEV
BETFRED PORTLAND (Heritage Handicap) (2) 5f143y (1140 Metres)

RACE3  (13) TWILIGHT CALLS | (10) TOCA MADERA | (3) AL SHABAB STORM
BETFRED PARK STAKES (Group 2) (1) 7f6y (1410 Metres)

RACE4 (1) MORE THUNDER | (7) FLORA OF BERMUDA | (4) QIRAT

BETFRED ST LEGER STAKES (Group 1) (1) 13am115y (2920 Metres)

RACES  (3) CHRISTMAS DAY | (4) ENCELADUS | (9) PIERRE BONNARD
PERTEMPS NETWORK HANDICAP (2) Tm (1610 Metres) (Str.

RaCE6  (16) INSPIRED | (12) MOONFALL | (1) BULLET POINT
/WL P TOWEY HANDICAP (2) 1%m43y (2050 Metres)

RACE7 (1) THUNDER RUN | (4) CITY OF POETS | (10) TOUCH THE MOON

KEY TO SYMBOLS

Top Rated: The horse with the best chance based solely on past form, specially tailored to a 0-100 scale.

Horses For Courses: A suitable track for the horse, compared to its lifetime record on similar courses as defined by Timeform's
course data.

Jockey Uplift: The engaged rider has a notably higher Timeform Jockey Ranking than those who've ridden the horse on its
most recent starts
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Trainer Form: A hot trainer to follow, based on Timeform ratings-related measurements looking at the recent performance of
runners.
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£50,000 Tm (1610 Metres) (Str.)
RACE 1

BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF MAIDEN STAKES (2) 2yo

[<]:1|RACING)

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: N/A Pace Information: Weak

1 4 AI.JABBAR (IRE) (22) ( 96

2 97|603kg

Charlie Appleby Billy Loughnane
Sea The Stars colt. Dam, French 11.5f winner, half-sister to high-class 9f-11f winner
Hunter's Light. Failed to meet expectations in a weak Newmarket novice but he
still offered something to work on in second. Extra 1f will suit and can improve.

2 7 BELOVED COUNTRY (15) 70
7 2 9-7|60.3kg
Ed Dunlop Robert Havlin

Camelot colt. Brother to 8.3f winner Soul Dance and half-brother to useful
winner up to Tm Just Call Me Angel. Dam, 7.6f-1%m winner, half-sister to smart
winner up to 1%m Sparkling Beam. Yard won this last year but this one looks
more of a long-term prospect given how he shaped at Sandown.

BERKSHIRE REGAL (IRE) (23) 93
2 2 9-7]603kg

Andrew Balding Jason Watson
€35,000 foal, 90,000 gns yearling, Calyx colt. Half-brother to 10.4f winner
Imbleville and 9.4f/1%m winner lllois, both in France. Dam French 9.5f-11f winner.

No match for an odds-on favourite in a Lingfield maiden on debut, but he still
showed plenty to beat the rest comfortably. Sure to progress.

GAME CHARACTER (22) 929
2 9-7]603kg

Hugo Palmer Rossa Ryan

150,000 gns yearling, New Bay colt. Half-brother to 2-y-o0 6f winner Goldwork and

13%m winner Stitching Wheel. Dam, French 7f winner, half-sister to smart Tm-1%m

winner Broderie. Encouraging start when fifth of 14 in valuable maiden at York 3

weeks ago and big shout in what is probably a weaker race.
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5 s HMAS PERTH (USA) (47) t [x| 100
2 9-7|60.3kg
Aidan O'Brien, Ireland W. M. Lordan

Half-brother to smart Tm-1%m winner Poker Face. Showed plenty to work on
as the sole newcomer in the field when third in a warm Galway maiden in late
July. Leading claims.

BOMBORA 91
2 9-4|590kg

K. R. Burke Clifford Lee
Foaled March 29. 240,000 gns yearling, Baaeed colt. Half-brother to several
winners, including smart winner up to Tm Lanegash and useful 6f/7f winner
Open Mind. Dam 8.6f winner. Interesting newcomer.

FALCON FLY 79
2 9-459.0kg

Ismail Mohammed & Jose Santos Silvestre De Sousa

Foaled March 12. Universal colt. Brother to 12m winner Minhad. Dam 2-y-o 7f

winner out of useful winner up to 1m (2-y-o 5f/6f winner) Dingle View. Not an

obvious winner first time out.
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FINGER CROSS (IRE) 89
2 9-459.0kg

Harry Charlton Lewis Edmunds

Foaled March 21. €92,000 yearling, resold 200,000 gns yearling, Churchill colt.

Brother to winner up to Tm Maximum Scepticism and half-brother to several

winners, including useful winner up to 7f Stardevote. Dam 6f winner. Likely to

prove sharper for the run.

KINGSPELL (IRE) 91
2 9-4|590kg

Richard Hannon Sean Levey

Foaled March 13. Kingman colt. Half-brother to useful winner up to 8.5f Celeborn

and 7f winner Artanis. Dam 2-y-o 5f winner. Likely type.
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ROYAL QUEST (IRE) 90
2 9-4]590kg

Andrew Balding David Probert
Foaled March 9. 300,000 gns yearling, Camelot colt. Brother to useful 2-y-o 1m
winner Defiance and half-brother to 11.5f winner Zachary Hickes. Dam, maiden
(stayed 8.5f), half-sister to very smart winner up to 1%m Magic Artist. One to

note in the market.
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10 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

3-1 Hmas Perth, 7-2 Game Character, 5-1 Al Jabbar, 8-1 Berkshire Regal, 12-1 Bombora,
12-1 Kingspell, 16-1 Royal Quest, 25-1 Finger Cross, 66-1 bar

GAME CHARACTER made a promising start to his career when fifth in the most valuable
maiden in Britain at York 3 weeks ago, and he shades the vote over Hmas Perth, who
also showed plenty when third in a maiden at the Galway Festival.

1. GAME CHARACTER 2.HMAS PERTH 3.AL JABBAR

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025 Pathein 2-9-4 28-1  Ed Dunlop

SMART STATS:

No Smart Stats available for this race

Robert Havlin 10
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BETFRED CHAMPAGNE STAKES (Group 2) (1) 2yo colts and

1045 Idi £150,000 7f6y (1410 Metres) -
RACE 2 o V o mRACING]

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: N/A Pace Information: Very Weak

1 2 BREACHER(14) (D) 94
13 2 9-2|58.1kg
William Muir & Chris Grassick Lewis Edmunds

Picked up really well to become a rare first-time-out winning 2-y-o for the stable
in 8-runner maiden at Salisbury (7f) in June, forging clear. Left that form well
behind when length third of 8 in Group 3 Solario Stakes at Sandown (71, soft) 2
weeks ago and can progress further.

e

2 5 DESERT CASTLE(36) (D) 94
1 2 9-2|58.1kg
Charlie Appleby Billy Loughnane

Frankel colt. Brother to 7f-9f winner Dream Castle and winner up to 1%m With
The Moonlight, both smart. Looked something out of the ordinary when making
a winning start with loads in hand in 8-runner maiden at Newmarket (7f) 36 days
ago. Exciting prospect who is open to stacks of improvement.

3 6 GENTLE HURRICANE (IRE) (24) 929
12 2 9-2|58.1kg
Andrew Balding Jason Watson

€105,000 purchase who was well on top at the finish when making a winning
debut in 5-runner Salisbury novice (6f) and quickly took his form up to a useful
level when 2 lengths second of 10 to the promising Haffner in Acomb Stakes
(7/2) at York (7f). Type to go on improving.

o

4 4 ROSBERG(21) (D) (x| 100
4 2 9-2|58.1kg
K. R. Burke Clifford Lee

Palace Pier colt who confirmed his debut promise in 6-runner maiden at
Beverley (74f) in July, quickening to lead final 1f and scoring with a bit in hand.
Showed further improvement to follow up in Tm Deauville listed event and can
make his presence felt if coping with the drop back to 7f.
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5 3 SERGEI DIAGHILEV (IRE) (36) 97
191 2 9-2|581kg
Aidan O'Brien, Ireland W. M. Lordan

Debut winner who came home only ninth in the Windsor Castle at Royal Ascot
(6f) but proved a different proposition stepped up to 1m at Gowran since,
responding well to see off 5 rivals in a good-ground listed race. Back down in
trip but should continue to progress.

6 1 SILVER DOMINION (IRE) (27) 95
1422 2 9-2|58.1kg
Oliver Cole Tom Marquand

Prevailed in a 3-way photo on his 6.5f Newbury debut. Stepped up considerably
on that form when fourth of 7 in Group 2 Superlative Stakes at Newmarket (7f)
and has run to a similar level when runner-up on both subsequent starts but
lacks the potential of a few of these.
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6 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

13-8 Desert Castle, 4-1 Gentle Hurricane, 11-2 Rosberg, 6-1 Sergei Diaghilev, 13-2
Breacher, 22-1 Silver Dominion

TIMEFORM VIEW:

DESERT CASTLE created a most favourable impression when making an impressive
winning start to his career at Newmarket last month and, open to oodles of
improvement, he's fancied to overcome the rise in grade and keep his unbeaten record
intact. Gentle Hurricane ran a cracker in the Acomb considering his inexperience and
appeals as the type to go on progressing, while promising Ballydoyle colt Sergei
Diaghilev is another serious contender commanding plenty of respect.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. DESERT CASTLE 2. GENTLE HURRICANE 3. SERGEI DIAGHILEV

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Puerto Rico 2-9-2 15-2  Aidan O'Brien Sean Levey 5
2024 Bay City Roller 2-9-2 9-2  George Scott Callum Shepherd 5
2023 Iberian 2-9-2 3-1  Charles Hills Tom Marquand 5
2022 Chaldean 2-9-2 2-1  Andrew Balding Frankie Dettori 3
2021 Bayside Boy 2-9-0 5-1  RogerVarian David Egan 4

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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£100,000 5f143y (1140 Metres)

RACE 3

BETFRED PORTLAND (Heritage Handicap) (2) 3yo+

[<]:1|RACING)

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: Strongly Favours Mid

Pace Information: Very Strong

1 1 DUBAIBLING (IRE) (21) (D) s 98
71201003 4 9-12]62.6kg
&  Hugo Palmer David Probert
Has taken his form up a notch this year, winning in Bahrain (6f) in April and at
@ Ascot (5f) in July. Slowly away on first 2 outings last month, before returning to
form when third of 7 in listed race at Newmarket (6f) 3 weeks ago. Will need
things to drop right back in a handicap.
2 20 GETREADYTORUMBLE (49) (C,D,BF) 97
213-37042 4 9-11|62.1kg
& JackChannon Tom Marquand
3-time winner at around 5f in 2025, including handicap at this meeting, and
@ encouraging third in listed race at Naas to start the current campaign. Found
things tougher at Group level, but got back on the up retumed to handicap
company when second of 13 at Ayr in July. Enters calculations.
3 8 ALSHABABSTORM (13) (D) t 97
0843-0015 5 9-11]62.1kg

Coo

Michael Appleby Conor Whiteley (51b/2kg)
Group 3 winner in 2024 for Andrew Balding. Fitted with tongue strap for first start

over 5f, bounced back to winning ways in handicap at Newcastle in June and
shaped as if still in good form after 10 weeks off when fifth of 8 in the Beverley
Bullet. Interesting with recent run behind him.

4 22 BADRI(13) (D) 97
17111023 9 9-8|60.8kg
Q@ Michael Herrington Lewis Edmunds
Most likeable type with his 4 victories this year including a hat-trick at Pontefract
during the summer. Ran well when third in the Beverley Bullet 13 days ago and
he can give his running once more.
5 17 AIRFORCE ONE (IRE) (21) (D) v 97
51053318 5 9-7]60.3kg
()  Geoff Oldroyd Clifford Lee
Successful at Beverley (5f) in April and, after a couple of creditable placed
@ efforts, produced a career best when scoring over the extended 5f at York's Ebor
meeting. After just 3 days off, ran respectably under a penalty when eighth of 20
on the Knavesmire (6f) last time.
6 9 THESTRIKIN VIKING (IRE) (41) (D) h 91

314-05869 4 9-7]60.3kg

Hamad Al Jehani Faleh Bughenaim
Landed a 6f Group 3 in Germany last summer but hasn't been in the same form

this year, racing too freely back in a front-running role when down the field

in handicap at Chester (7f) 8 weeks ago. Back down in trip but others more
persuasive.

7 21 ANNAF(IRE)(21) (cD) 97
76003700 7 9-6]59.9kg
) Michael Appleby Robert Havlin
= Ended 2025 with a 6f Group 3 at Ascot. Had looked to be coming to the boil in
(H’ handicaps at Newcastle/Ascot this summer but below par the last twice, again
x—// unable to sustain his effort when down the field at York 3 weeks ago.
8 10 ATOMICFORCE (IRE)(91) (D) 97
53-711032 7 9-5]594kg
&  Edward Bethell Callum Shepherd
After a stint in Hong Kong, was returning from 9 months off when well held in
' this race last year. Has worked his way back to form since, recording back-to-
back 5f wins on the all-weather early this year and has had excuses last 3 starts,
shuffled back early when second at Chester in June.
9 6 TREFOR(IRE)(24) (cD) 97
10-040010 5 9-4|59.0kg
Charles Hills Non Runner

=,

Possibly unsuited by rain-softened ground when below form in this race last
year. Having eased in the weights this season, took advantage at Windsor (6f) last
month and did enough to back up that effort when mid-field in race won by Air
Force One at York, poorly drawn.

10 11

TOCA MADERA (IRE) (14) (C,D,8F) 100
16045302 5 94 | 59.0kg

David O’'Meara Daniel Tudhope
Gained a first success for this yard over 5f here in June and has been shaping

up well since, meeting significant interference when beaten only a length in

the Stewards' Cup at Goodwood. Soon bounced back from a lesser effort when
second returned to Goodwood last time. Respected.

11 18 KING OF LIGHT (21) (D) 98
25107860 4 9-4|59.0kg
&  Stuart Williams Sean Levey
Doubled his tally for present stable with clear-cut success at Windsor (6f) in June.
O Yet to fully reproduce that form but hasn't been seen to best effect the last twice,
left with a lot to do and carried off a true line as he tried to make his ground at
York 3 weeks ago.
12 4 SUPER SOLDIER (IRE) (85) 90
02794-000 3 9-4|59.0kg
@ KR Burke Jack Nicholls (31b/1kg)
R Useful as ajuvenile but without a win since debut and has found things tough in
@**,@ 3 outings this year, mid-field on handicap debut at York (6f) in June before facing
B 5 stiff task in the Commonwealth Cup at Royal Ascot. Has been gelded since.
13 7 TWILIGHT CALLS (46) (CD) v 99
65861211 8 9-3|585kg
o Richard Spencer Saffie Osborne
Has benefited from the application of a visor this summer, making it 3 wins from
his last 4 starts when scoring under a confident ride at Glorious Goodwood (5f).
Was the only one in his group to finish in the top 8 last time, so he could be up
to adding to his tally.
14 12 AGAINST THE WIND (24) 90
1630-3000 4 9-2|58.1kg
&  KevinRyan Kevin Stott
Successful twice in 5f handicaps last season (stiff task in a French Group 1 on
final outing) and returned with a good third at Southwell in March. Well held all 3
starts since though has had excuses, not ideally placed returning from 3 months
off at York. Still has questions to answer.
15 3 DESERT FALCON (IRE) (21) (C,D) v 98
21312-099 6 9-2|58.1kg
&  Julie Camacho Ryan Sexton
Continued on the upgrade last season, winning twice from 5 starts including
O success over 6.5f at this meeting. Following a breathing operation, stepped
forward from first 2 runs of the current campaign when 2 lengths ninth of 20 at
York (6f) 3 weeks ago. Could go well switched to a visor.
16 2 SCHRODINGER’S CAT (24) 97
28312656 3 9-0|57.2kg
& Grant Tuer Toby Moore (71b/3kg) g]
Doubled his tally at Redcar (5f) in June and progressed again in defeat when
edged out at York later the same month. Rare below-par effort when sixth of 19
back at York last month, so no surprise to see him fare better with this slightly
longer trip promising to suit.
17 5 APOLLOONE (24) (D) 97
82939004 8 8-13|56.7kg
O P. Charalambous & J. Clutterbuck Silvestre De Sousa
Not the easiest to win with, but having dropped to a career-low mark he made
@ the frame in 21-runner contest won by Air Force One at York last month. Went
very close to landing this race back in 2024, so he can't be ruled out eased further
in the weights.
18 15 I'M NEXT (28) 97
14031162 4 8-13|56.7kg
)  Tim Easterby David Allan
Enjoying a fine season, recording his third win of the year when making all at
@ Beverley (5f) in July. Excuses next time before making another bold bid when
second in the Great St Wilfrid at Ripon (6f) last time. Faces a more difficult task
to dominate this field.
19 16 STATIONX(21) (CD) 97
23164131 4 8-12|56.2kg
) Bryan Smart Jason Watson
Has proved admirably consistent when racing over 6f this year, gaining a third
0 victory of the campaign at Chester 3 weeks ago. Will need to find more to add to
his tally, though, now upped in grade from his career-high mark.
20 19 ETERNAL SUNSHINE (22) (cD) 97
09426021 6 8-11|558kg
& Jim Goldie Lauren Young (5Ib/2kg)
Reached a useful level last year as she completed a hat-trick with success in this
O race. Turned in best effort this season when narrowly denied at Hamilton last
month, before going one better at the same course 22 days ago. Not dismissed
lightly back here.
21 13 ROSARIO (IRE) (14) 96
03-685471 5 8-11|558kg
o8 Roger Teal Rossa Ryan

From his falling mark, justified support when scoring at Sandown (5f) a fortnight
ago. Remains well treated on old form, though his tendency to start slowly
means that he'll need things to go his way back up in grade.
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BETFRED PORTLAND (Heritage Handicap) (2) 3yo+

2020 £100,000 5f143 -
, y (1140 Metres)
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22 14 JELPEPPER(IRE)(35) (D) h 91
471-46649 3 8-11|558kg

Stuart Williams Marco Ghiani
Won twice last year, including a big-field sales race at Newmarket (7f) in October.
Hasn't managed to kick on this season, though, making his first run since leaving
Oliver Cole when tailed off (slowly away) in handicap at Ascot (6f) 5 weeks ago.
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22 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

7-1 Getreadytorumble, 9-1 Twilight Calls, 10-1 Eternal Sunshine, 11-1 Apollo One, 14-1
Toca Madera, 14-1 Air Force One, 16-1 Desert Falcon, 16-1 Rosario, 22-1 Station X, 22-1
Trefor, 22-1 Atomic Force, 28-1 King of Light, 28-1 Annaf, 28-1 Schrodinger’s Cat, 28-1
I'm Next, 28-1 Badri, 28-1 Al Shabab Storm, 33-1 Dubai Bling, 40-1 bar

TIMEFORM VIEW:

A typically competitive-looking renewal, with preference for TWILIGHT CALLS who was
value for extra when making it 3 wins from his last 4 starts at Goodwood in July. Toca
Madera wasted no time getting back to form when runner-up at the same course 2
weeks ago and could be the main danger, with Al Shabab Storm and Getreadytorumble
completing the shortlist.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. TWILIGHT CALLS 2.TOCA MADERA 3.AL SHABAB STORM

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Eternal Sunshine 5-8-6 12-1  Jim Goldie Lauren Young (7) 21
2024 American Affair 4-8-13 4-1f  Jim Goldie Paul Mulrennan 22
2023 Annaf4-9-12 7-1 Michael Appleby Rossa Ryan 22
2022 Call Me Ginger 6-8-12 20-1  Jim Goldie Amie Waugh (5) 19
2021 Hurricane Ivor 4-9-10 11-2f  William Haggas Tom Marquand 16

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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RACE 4

BETFRED PARK STAKES (Group 2) (1) 3yo+ £165,000 7féy

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: N/A Pace Information: Strong

1 6 MORETHUNDER (IRE) (27) (D) (x| 100
2114-2245 5 9-6|59.9kg
William Haggas Tom Marquand

Vastly improved for this yard last year, landing Group 2 Hungerford Stakes before
shaping well when fourth of 16 in Group 1 Foret. Reappeared with an excellent
second in Lockinge and just missed out again in the Queen Anne. Hasn't quite
reproduced that level since but still the one to beat.

MYAL (63) (D) 91

4002-5127 5 9-6]59.9kg

Steph Hollinshead David Allan
Proved at least as good as ever when bagging 7f Thirsk conditions race in April

and ran at least as well when 5% lengths second of 11 to Lake Forest in Haydock
listed event (7f, good) next time. Underperformed back from a 9-week break at
Chester, though, and faces a stiff task in this company.

NEVER SO BRAVE (IRE) (28) (D) 94
117-55265 5 96 | 59.9kg

Andrew Balding Daniel Tudhope
Quickly made up into a very smart performer last year, including a win in the
Group 1 City of York. Has failed to reach the same heights this year, promising

a bit more than he delivered in the Sussex Stakes. Not in the same form in the
Hungerford latest, though was reportedly struck into.

QIRAT(14) (D) t 96
70-471492 5 9-6]59.9kg

Ralph Beckett Silvestre De Sousa
Caused a huge upset in 2025 Sussex Stakes and back to winning ways in 7f York
Group 3 in June. Below best in this year's Sussex but quickly returned to form

with front-running tactics back in use when second of 7 in Celebration Mile at
Goodwood (1m), albeit no match for winner.
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5 2 VOLTERRA (IRE)(168) (D) 95
021/3823-2 5 9-6]59.9kg
Kevin Ryan Kevin Stott

Signed off 2024 by getting the better of Qirat and 16 others in the valuable
Challenge Cup at Ascot. Ran well on 2 of his 4 starts last season and again when
second in Tm listed race here on reappearance in March. Has been gelded and
off the track since.

WITNESS STAND (28) (D) s+t 96
00-082636 5 9-6|59.9kg

Dr Richard Newland Marco Ghiani
Lennox Stakes winner at Glorious Goodwood in 2025 and wasted no time
getting back to form when third in the latest renewal of that race, albeit seen

to good effect from the front. Underperformed in the Hungerford at Newbury
since, though, with his finishing effort again looking a bit weak.

FLORA OF BERMUDA (IRE) (21) (D) 97
039-10110 5 9-3|585kg

Andrew Balding Callum Rodriguez
Smart mare placed in the QEll and July Cup last season and is also having a

fine 2026, following up her Summer Stakes win (6f) in the Group 3 Oak Tree at
Goodwood (7f). Predictably found it tougher going back up in grade against the
males in the City of York Stakes latest. This more suitable.
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8 5 WISE APPROACH (IRE) (34) s 93
2131-5407 3 9-2|581kg
Charlie Appleby Billy Loughnane

Won 3 times in 2025, including the Middle Park Stakes at Newmarket. Bit
disappointing so far this season, though did take a step back in the right
direction when seventh of 11 in Prix Maurice de Gheest at Deauville (6.5f) latest.
Tries slightly longer trip in first-time cheekpieces.

8 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

6-5 More Thunder, 13-2 Never So Brave, 7-1 Qirat, 15-2 Flora of Bermuda, 14-1 Volterra,
16-1 Witness Stand, 16-1 Wise Approach, 40-1 bar

TIMEFORM VIEW:

MORE THUNDER was a shade disappointing in the Prix Jacques le Marois at Deauville
last month, but he stands out on the pick of his form now back at Group 2 level. He can
return to winning ways, perhaps at the expense of Flora of Bermuda, who should find
this slightly less demanding than the City of York Stakes. Qirat can fill the places.

[<:1|RACING)

1. MORE THUNDER 2. FLORA OF BERMUDA 3. QIRAT
WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Marvelman 3-9-2 13-2  Andrew Balding Oisin Murphy 1M

2024 Kinross 7-9-6 11-4  Ralph Beckett Rossa Ryan 9

2023 Sandrine 4-9-3 11-2 Andrew Balding Oisin Murphy 5

2022 Kinross 5-9-9 5-6f  Ralph Beckett Frankie Dettori 6

2021 Glorious Journey 6-9-4 5-2  Charlie Appleby William Buick 6
SMART STATS:

No Smart Stats available for this race
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RACE 5

BETFRED ST LEGER STAKES (Group 1) (1) 3yo colts and

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: Favours High Pace Information: Strong

1 8 ACTION (IRE) (24) 93
32-420768 3 9-3|585kg
@ Aidan O'Brien, Ireland Sean Levey
Smart effort when second in the Dante at York in May but often used as a
pacemaker since, and that looks set to be his role here, too.
2 2 ALDERMAN (65) 20
73-255 3 9-3|585kg
a Richard Hannon Rossa Ryan
Maiden whose standout effort came when a staying-on 7% lengths fifth of 13
in the Derby at Epsom. Well held in the Bahrain Trophy at Newmarket since, but
ground might well have been too quick for him that day. Trip/softer conditions
will suit, so he could outrun his odds.
3 5 CHRISTMAS DAY (IRE) (24) (87) [x] 100
511-13123 3 9-3|585kg
e Aidan O'Brien, Ireland R. P. Whelan
Relished the step up in trip and a return to soft ground when a convincing
23%-length winner of the Derby at Epsom. Showed no ill effects from a hard race
there when second in Irish Derby before not disgraced under a penalty when
third in the Great Voltigeur at York. Looks tailor-made for this test.
4 9 ENCELADUS (IRE) (44) s 98
3111 3 9-3|585kg
O Joseph Patrick O'Brien, Ireland Billy Loughnane
Knuckled down well in a Cork maiden on reappearance and took a big step
@ forward to win a handicap at Royal Ascot and the Gordon Stakes at Glorious
Goodwood next 2 starts. Will stay and looks a leading candidate given his rate
of progress. Headgear applied.
5 1 GALIYAN (24 s 20
41625 3 9-3|585kg
a Andrew Balding Daniel Tudhope
Looked promising when winning a maiden at Chester in the spring. Ran below
expectations in the Queen’s Vase at Royal Ascot but much more like it when
second in the Bahrain Trophy at Newmarket, though he has shaped as if amiss at
York since. Headgear now applied.
6 11 GOLDEN STORY (IRE) (85) (O 89
1314 3 9:3]585kg
O K. R. Burke Clifford Lee
Successful on sole start at 2 yrs and had clearly derived plenty from his
reappearance run in the Dee Stakes at Chester when a narrow winner of the
Cocked Hat at Goodwood. However, he pulled too hard in a Group 2 at Ascot
next time, so this step up in trip is a big concern on his first run since.
7 3 HATTEEN (IRE) 45 (O 88
35-2212 3 9-3|585kg
a Andrew Balding Faleh Bughenaim
Progressive colt who improved another chunk when landing a valuable novice
here (11.9f) by 4% lengths. Pulled clear with a subsequent Melrose winner when
just edged out in a handicap at Glorious Goodwood since. This is by far his
toughest test, but he still has potential.
8 7 HIGHWAYMAN (FR) (23) 89
900811 3 9-3|585kg

Joseph Patrick O'Brien, Ireland Saffie Osborne
Proved a different proposition faced with a more suitable trip when a 9-length
winner of a Killarney maiden, and he took another big step forward when
following up in a Leopardstown listed event over this trip. This is much tougher
again, but he's completely unexposed as a stayer.

e

9 4 PIERRE BONNARD (IRE) (24) 98
111-72732 3 9-3|585kg
Aidan O'Brien, Ireland W. M. Lordan

Group 1 winner at 2 yrs. Failed to meet expectations in the Derby but bounced
back with a good third in the Irish Derby. Finished ahead of Christmas Day for the
first time when second in the Great Voltigeur, albeit on 5 b better terms. Likely
to stay, so he should be firmly in the mix once more.

Co
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REBEL ROCKER (28) 86

1-264
Faye Bramley Jason Watson
Won Kempton maiden on debut in November. Highly tried in his 3 starts

this season, running to a useful level each time, but he has been set another
mammoth task once again.

3 9-3|585kg

Beo ©

-
-
o

AMELIA EARHART (IRE) (29) 920
24116552 3 9:0|57.2kg

Aidan O'Brien, Ireland Tom Marquand
Looked a different proposition stepped up in trip when making a winning return

in the Cheshire Oaks, but she has failed to kick on since and she may not be
entirely straightforward.

11 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

9-4 Enceladus, 11-4 Christmas Day, 7-2 Pierre Bonnard, 12-1 Highwayman, 18-1
Hatteen, 40-1 bar

This test is likely to bring out the best in CHRISTMAS DAY given the manner of his
gruelling Derby victory and his 2 starts subsequently, so he can provide Aidan O'Brien
with a fourth straight win in Britain's oldest Classic. Joseph O'Brien saddles the
progressive pair Enceladus and Highwayman, with the former looking the strongest
challenger on form, while the selection’s stablemate Pierre Bonnard should be on the
premises again.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1. CHRISTMAS DAY 2.ENCELADUS 3.PIERRE BONNARD

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Scandinavia 3-9-3 2-1f  Aidan O'Brien Tom Marquand 7
2024 Jan Brueghel 3-9-3 11-4jf Aidan O'Brien Sean Levey 7
2023 Continuous 3-9-3 3-1  Aidan O'Brien Ryan Moore 9
2022 Eldar Eldarov 3-9-3 9-2  Roger Varian David Egan 9
2021 Hurricane Lane 3-9-1 8-11f Charlie Appleby William Buick 10

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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(1610 Metres) (Str.)

RACE 6

PERTEMPS NETWORK HANDICAP (2) 3yo+ £70,000 1m

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: N/A Pace Information: Very Strong

1 9 BULLETPOINT(23) (D) s 95

2170-7022 5 9-12|62.6kg
QO William Haggas Tom Marquand

Developed into a smart performer in 2025, successful twice in handicaps either
side of a second in the Royal Hunt Cup. Lightly raced this year and looks to be
peaking at just the right time, posting good second in bid to follow up last year's
York victory at the Ebor Meeting 3 weeks ago. Big shout.

2 17 MISTER WINSTON (35) (D) 93

)

40-161007 4 9-11]62.1kg

Andrew Balding Jason Watson
Smart performer who won a 9f handicap at Epsom in June. Mixed bag
subsequently, left poorly placed in Golden Mile at Goodwood and possible an
8-day turnaround caught him out when seventh at Ascot (1m) 5 weeks ago.
Return to easier ground may well help now.

3 3 EBT'SGUARD(14) (D) 96
4-0443944 5 9-11|62.1kg
&  William Muir & Chris Grassick Lewis Edmunds
Regular in high-end handicaps, successful twice over 1m last season and hard
' to knock his consistency in defeat since, posting a fine fourth in Royal Hunt Cup
in June. Flying too high in Goodwood Group 2 on latest start 2 weeks ago and
whilst this is more suitable, he's yet to defy a mark this high.
4 > FIFTH COLUMN (IRE) (87) (D) s 94
15100-020 4 9-10|61.7kg
o John & Thady Gosden Robert Havlin
Enjoyed a productive campaign at 3 yrs, his 4 wins including a valuable event at
York (1m). Better for return when second at Newmarket (9f) in May and shaped
as if still in good form despite not being ideally placed when mid-field in Royal
Hunt Cup in June. Has gone well fresh before.
5 5 CHECKANDCHALLENGE (23) (D) s 94
639-06030 7 9-8|60.8kg
4} William Knight Callum Shepherd
Without a win since listed success in November 2023 but largely running with
credit in high-end handicaps this summer, recording a good third at York (Tm) on
penultimate start in July. Latest run back there easily overlooked (blindfold not
removed in time) but others look to hold stronger claims.
6 13 CASH (IRE)(91) (D) 93
43/64662-0 7 9-8|60.8kg
a David Simcock Silvestre De Sousa
Winless since debut back in 2021 but has still reached a smart level. However,
well held on Sandown reappearance in June and absent for a further 91 days
since. Feasibly handicapped (second off 2 Ib higher in this race last season) but
others are more obvious.
7 14 MEZCALA (49) (D) 94
2127-1310 4 9-7]60.3kg
& JackChannon George Bass
Much improved this season, winning the Spring Mile over C&D in good style and
' value for extra when also landing the Buckingham Palace Stakes (7f) at Royal
Ascot. Unsuited by how the race panned out in the International at Ascot last
time and worth keeping on side.
8 15 BLUE COURVOISIER (22) (D) 94
12-241031 3 9-4|59.0kg
&  Clive Cox Rossa Ryan
Sea The Stars colt who landed a valuable prize at Carlisle (1m) in May. Had worst
<l> of the draw in Britannia at Royal Ascot and has quickly resumed progress since,
building on his Goodwood third when making all and scoring unchallenged at
York (1m) 3 weeks ago. Possibilities despite 8 b rise.
9 4 RIVERKING (IRE) (86) (D) 93
43231215 4 9-4|590kg
Richard Hannon Sean Levey

e

Returned from 11 months off (also gelded) with a good second at Chepstow in
May and proved dominant when bolting up at Newbury (1m, firm) in June. Ran
another solid race when fifth behind Mezcala in Buckingham Palace Stakes at
Royal Ascot in June but this may again be hard to dominate.

Y
o
o
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SCOVILLE (28) (D, BF) t 98
1104-8703 4 9-4|59.0kg
William Haggas Daniel Tudhope

Low-mileage 4-y-o who was much better than bare result on back of a breathing
operation in Royal Hunt Cup/Golden Mile this summer. Took too long to hit full
stride under more patient ride than previously this year when third at Newbury
(7f) latest and suspicion remains he has a bigger effort in him.

11 10 HENLEIN (AUS) (21) s 93
62/90-7008 5 9-3|585kg
) KevinRyan Kevin Stott
Smart form at best in Australia, runner-up in 1%m Group 1 at Randwick in
@ October 2024. Has essentially looked in the grip of the handicapper following
switch to these shores this summer but had excuses (posted wide) when down
the field at Chester 3 weeks ago. Still, others look stronger.
12 7 MOONFALL (IRE) (8) (D) 96
2317-5142 3 9-3|585kg
&)  George Boughey Billy Loughnane
Confirmed abundant promise of his Chester reappearance when landing highly-
@ competitive Britannia at the Royal Meeting in June. Seen only twice since,
running right up to his best taking on his elders for the first time when second
back at Ascot 8 days ago. Fully expected to go well again.
13 12 STORM STAR(29) (D, BF) 93
13-660208 5 9-2|58.1kg
@) Andrew Balding David Probert
Has recorded all 4 wins on the all-weather at Newcastle but produced best
turf effort when second of 11 at Ascot in May. Couldn't repeat that at the Royal
Meeting the following month and was only eighth eased in grade at Newmarket
(1m) 4 weeks ago. Others stronger.
14 1 ALMUBHIR(79) (D) 91
03500-059 7 9-2|581kg
&  KevinRyan Tom Eaves
Smart sort at best but not won since 2024 and not returned from a stint in
Q Australia in much form, running no sort of race having a rare all-weather start at
Newcastle (1m) in June. Absent since.
15 16 TREASURE TIME (350) (D) 94

B3¢

2514/5040- 5 8-11|558kg

John & Sean Quinn Marco Ghiani
Dual winner during a steadily progressive 2024. However, seen only 4 times for
William Haggas last season, absent since finishing mid-field in the Cambridgeshire

(9f) this time last year. Betting can guide now starting out for new yard with the

16 8

return to Tm a positive.
INSPIRED (IRE) (6) () 100
Jack Nicholls (31b/1kg)

4521211 4 8-8|54.4kg

K.R. Burke

4-y-o0 who is thriving on his racing, finding another chunk of improvement as he
made it 3 wins from his last 4 starts in 19-runner York handicap (Im) 6 days ago,
asserting close home. Escapes a penalty for that and whilst this is much tougher
it's significant his leading yard pitch him in here.

@

&

PINATUBO’S LEGACY (35) s 93
1-305 4 8-7|54.0kg
T.J. Kent Saffie Osborne

Made winning debut in novice at Newcastle (7f) in November. Lightly raced
since and he stepped up considerably on his turf debut/reappearance effort
in July when fifth at Newmarket (7f) 5 weeks ago, doing good late work at the
finish. Step up to Tm worth exploring with cheekpieces now enlisted.

17 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

6-1 Bullet Point, 7-1 Moonfall, 8-1 Blue Courvoisier, 9-1 Scoville, 10-1 Inspired, 10-1
Mezcala, 14-1 Checkandchallenge, 16-1 Fifth Column, 18-1 Ebt's Guard, 18-1 River
King, 25-1 Mister Winston, 28-1 Storm Star, 33-1 Treasure Time, 33-1 Cash, 40-1 bar

No shortage of chances in a cracking handicap but thriving 4-y-o INSPIRED escapes a
penalty for last week’s York success and can cope with the rise in class and make it 4
wins from his last 5 starts. Britannia scorer Moonfall ran right up to his best when second
back at Ascot last time and he's feared. William Haggas pair Bullet Point and Scoville are
others to consider, with Blue Courvoisier and Fifth Column completing an exhaustive

shortlist.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:

1.INSPIRED 2. MOONFALL 3.BULLET POINT
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WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Treble Tee 3-9-3 11-5f  Simon &Ed Crisford Oisin Murphy 14
2024 Johan 7-9-12 18-1  Jack Channon Rossa Ryan 14
2023 Liberty Lane 3-9-1 11-2 K.R.Burke Clifford Lee 15
2022 Atrium 3-8-11 5-1  Charlie Fellowes William Buick 16
2021 Royal Fleet 3-9-1 11-8f  Charlie Appleby William Buick 8

SMART STATS:

No Smart Stats available for this race
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RACE 7

PJ TOWEY HANDICAP (2) 3yo+ (Rated 0-105) £70,000

[<]:1|RACING)

Going: Good (Good to Soft in places)

Left handed, galloping. One of the fairest courses in the country, essentially flat with
the exception of a slight uphill gradient about ten furlongs from the finish. Races
between five furlongs and seven furlongs are run on the straight course, while there
is also both a straight and round mile course. It is a free-draining course, underfoot
conditions only occasionally being soft/heavy.

Draw: N/A Pace Information: Strong

THUNDER RUN (IRE) (21) (D) 97
640-72072 5 9-12]626kg

a K. R. Burke Clifford Lee
Ry  Winless this season but running well in top handicaps, finding only the
% B improving Raammee too good in 20-runner handicap at York (1%m, good to
B oft) 3 weeks ago. Handles soft going well and merits serious consideration
despite 3 Ib rise.

2 11 DAVID OF ATHENS (USA) (63) 96
1964-1100 4 9-10]61.7kg
@ Hamad Al Jehani Faleh Bughenaim
Landed a double in Group 2 Jebel Ali Mile in February. Has failed to beat a rival in
2 subsequent outings though, gelded prior to making turf/handicap debut after
4 months off at York (1m, good to firm) in July. Steps up in trip now.
3 2 OLDHARROVIAN (512) (D,BF) t 93
0073/212- 7 9-6]59.9kg
@ Andrew Balding Jason Watson
Hasn't stood much racing but in fine form when last seen out in the spring of
2025, scoring at Newcastle (1%m) before set too much to do when an unlucky
second in valuable All-Weather Finals handicap there. Off 17 months but has
gone well when fresh, albeit his record on turf isn't too good.
4 g CITYOF POETS (IRE) (30) (D) 97
21-394101 4 9-5|59.4kg
[Z) James Tate Rossa Ryan
Doubled his tally for the season in 8-runner handicap at Windsor (1%m, firm) 30
days ago. Remains unexposed at this trip and needs considering.
5 13 PATHEIN (IRE) (86) (O 96
15-330 3 9-4|59.0kg
&  EdDunlop Robert Havlin
Looked a good prospect when scoring on debut at Doncaster (1m) last
@ September and posted an excellent third of 17 on his handicap debut at
Goodwood (7f) in May. Not at his best in the Britannia at Royal Ascot only run
since and could still do better after just 5 starts.
6 1 NIGHT BREEZE (IRE) (35) (8F) 97
03412335 6 9-4|59.0kg
O lan Williams Billy Loughnane
Back to winning ways at Epsom (1%2m) in April and has continued in excellent
@ form in competitive handicaps, a close fifth of 10 at Ascot (1%2m, good to firm) 35
days ago. No forlorn hope eased 1 Ib.
7 6 BUNYOLABAY(IRE)(43) (© 95
3-1180 3 9-2|58.1kg
(&) Richard Hannon Sean Levey
Produced a very useful effort to double his tally in Gowran Classic (9.5f, good) in
June. Out of depth in Irish Derby next time and failed to beat a rival in 18-runner
handicap at Goodwood (Im, good to firm) last time. This course winner has
plenty to prove now.
8 9 TONYMONTANA(14) D @ 100
0920-6849 6 9-1|57.6kg
@ Kevin Philippart de Foy Toby Moore (71b/3kg)
Winless since May 2024. Performed with credit on first 3 runs for new yard this
season (took fourth close home under this rider at Goodwood in July) but came
in last of 9in handicap at Goodwood (1%2m, soft) 2 weeks ago. Handily weighted
if bouncing back down in trip.
9 7 SPORTINGSILVERMINE (IRE) (22) (D) 97
07131026 5 9-0|572kg

Gained a second success in 2026 in handicap at Newmarket (1%2m) in July. Posted
another good effort with sixth of 16 in handicap at York (1%2m, good to soft) 22
days ago, making his effort earlier than ideal. Not out of things.

& JamesOwen Marco Ghiani
0

4 TOUCH THE MOON (IRE) (28) (D) 99
3038-2481 5 8-13]56.7kg

William Durkan, Ireland Saffie Osborne
Useful 11f winner for George Scott and gained a first success for his current yard

in 14-runner handicap at Dundalk (1%4m) 4 weeks ago. Considered nudged up

2 1b.

-
-
w

FLYING FRONTIER (14) (D) 96
919-84487 6 812 56.2kg

James Tate Tom Marquand
Back to winning ways at Sandown (1%4m) last July. Yet to quite match that level

this season but not disgraced in first-time cheekpieces with seventh of 11 in
handicap there (1%m, soft) 2 weeks ago. Needs to build on it.

PORT OF LONDON (IRE) (37) (D, BF) s 97
021719 4 810|553kg

John & Thady Gosden Tyler Heard
Ended 2025 on the up with victory in handicap at Lingfield (1%m, all-weather)

in December. Sent off 3/1 on his belated return but only ninth of 12 in handicap

at Southwell (11f) last month. Needs to take a step forward on just his second
outing on turf (shaped as if amiss at Windsor on debut).

o

-
N
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13 10 TAWAJJAH (IRE) (51) (D) 97
M 5 8-1055.3kg
Oli Rix Jonny Peate

Signed off for Roger Varian with novice success at Wolverhampton in November
2024. Off 20 months but back in fine form for his new yard and landed 6-runner
handicap at Sandown (1%4m, good) in July. May still do better after just 6 runs.

(@]
13 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:
13-2 Thunder Run, 15-2 Touch The Moon, 8-1 Tawajjah, 17-2 City of Poets, 9-1 Night
Breeze, 10-1 Port of London, 12-1 Tony Montana, 16-1 Pathein, 16-1 David of Athens,
18-1 Sportingsilvermine, 18-1 Old Harrovian, 28-1 Bunyola Bay, 33-1 Flying Frontier
TIMEFORM VIEW:

A case can be made for plenty of these but top-weight THUNDER RUN is taken to gain
a deserved first success of the season after a series of very good efforts in top handicap
company. Windsor scorer City of Poets remains unexposed at this distance and could
emerge as the main danger, although Irish challenger Touch The Moon and the handily-
weighted Tony Montana also need factoring in.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:

1.THUNDER RUN 2.CITY OF POETS 3.TOUCH THE MOON

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:
2025 Fantasy Believer 8-8-10 9-1  EdWalker

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race

O

Oisin Murphy



